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Move onto the next workable area.  Apply finish 6-12 inches away from feathered edges 
of previously finished areas so you may feather back into them.  This helps prevent build 
up and makes spreading easier.  Follow steps 3-6 working your way out of the room.  

Step 7.  Begin to apply �nish
6-12 inches away from the 
feathered edge in the next work 
area. Repeat steps 3-6 working 
your way out of the room.

Finish applied

Feathered edge

Begin next application
here and feather back 
into previous area.

After the first coat is complete it must dry for 8-12 hours.  You can store the pan and 
brush in a clear plastic bag while waiting to apply a second coat.  

Step 8.  A�er the �rst coat is 
applied, it must dry for 8-12
hours.  You may store your pan
and brush in a clear plastic bag 
to keep the brush so�.
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Apply the second coat following the same steps as the first coat.  There should be no need 
to sand between coats if the floor was properly prepared.  You may buff with a green 
floor pad between coats if the grain has raised beyond your liking, it is however not 
necessary.  If this is done be sure to vacuum after buffing.

Step 9.  A�er the �rst coat has
dried (8-12 hours) apply the 
second coat following the same
steps as the �rst.

Tips
• Follow the spread rate closely.  Double check check how far you have gone and how 
much finish has been used.  One third of a 2.5L can will one coat 200 plus square feet.  
If you are using more or less than this double check your technique, or call your 
dealer for help.  
• Apply product at least 6” away from walls or other obstructions. Then work the material 
into these areas. 
• Work with the grain of the wood. 
• Polyx-Oil usually becomes tacky in 5-20 minutes (depending on temperature, humidity 
and coverage). Before this occurs, look back over the work. Distribute or remove any 
excess material with the floor brush.
• Some soft woods such as Douglas Fir may require a third coat.  If the floor appears 
blotchy or thirsty a third thin coat may be applied after the 2nd coat has dried (8-12 hours).
• Over application is much more difficult to fix than under application.  When in doubt, 
apply less material, and if  needed a third thin coat can always be applied. 
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Application methods and environmental conditions (temperature and humidity) will affect 
drying time of OSMO Polyx-oil. Under optimal conditions, Polyx Oil cures over a 2-3 
week period and the following timeframes apply: 
• Between coats: 8-12 hours 
• Walk on the floor (in stocking feet): 12-24 hours after final coat 
• Return furniture to the room 24-72 hours 
• To lay down area rugs: 7-14 days after final coat

Entry Rug Felt feet Chair mat

Above from le�, entry rugs will help keep dirt from being tracked onto your hardwoods, felt 
feet on furniture will help prevent scratching and denting, and chair mats will keep
working surfaces in front of desks in good shape.

Clean Up

Combustible 
Material

Trapped 
Heat

Sufficent 
Oxygen

Fire!

Safety 
WARNING: Spontaneous Combustion Danger! 
Oil-soaked materials (rags, steel wool, sanding dust, etc.) may spontaneously combust. 
Immerse oil-soaked materials in water and store in an air-tight container. 
WARNING: Contains Flammable Solvents! 
Use only in areas with no open flames or other sources of ignition. No smoking. Provide good ventilation. 
Observe all local and federal laws that pertain to the handling and storage of these types of products.

A UL / FM approved red can may be used to dispose of all waste 
material.  If an approved oily waste container is not available, soak all 
material in water and store in an air tight container.  

Clean tools and brushes with Osmo brush cleaner.  Make sure to use enough cleaner to 
get all of the finish out of the brush and then wipe briskly with a cotton rag.  Clean up 
any spilled finish or messes with a rag.  Discard properly to avoid spontaneous 
combustion.  (see below)

Living with your new �nish 

Protecting Your Floor

http://www.osmona.com


NORTH AMERICA

8

Cleaning and Maintenance
Properly maintained, this finish can last indefinitely. The OSMO Opti-Set maintenance 
kit is ideal for cleaning and maintaining your floor. An effective maintenance schedule to 
keep your OSMO floor finish looking great and might look like this: 

Cleaning the Floor As Needed 
• Vacuum, sweep or dust regularly to remove grit. Dust the floor using the Opti-Set with 
the green Dust-Mop attachment. 
• Damp mop as needed using Wash and Care and the Opti-Set with the Micro-mop plush 
(white fluffy pad) attachment. 

Refreshing/Repairing the Finish As Needed 
• After cleaning the surface thoroughly, allow to dry. 
• Apply Liquid Wax Cleaner to refresh high traffic areas. Attach the Active fibre cloth to 
the Opti-Set and apply a small amount of OSMO Liquid Wax Cleaner to the cloth. Rub 
this into the surface. Allow to dry for 30 to 60 minutes, until the material dries to a haze. 
Buff lightly with a soft cotton cloth (you can use either Active fibre cloth or the 
Micro-mop plush for this light buffing) 
• To repair superficial scratches, stains or ground-in dirt, use a white abrasive pad or 000 
steel wool to rub a small amount of liquid wax cleaner into the affected area to loosen the 
dirt and provide a deeper cleaning.

Osmo Maintenance Products Available at Your Dealer

http://www.osmona.com
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Q: I have applied my first coat and it looks blotchy, how do I fix it?
A:  It is perfectly normal for the finish to look blotchy after only one coat.  This is due the 
woods variation in porosity.  This condition will be remedied after the second coat is 
properly applied.

Q:  The first coat feels very rough, can I fix this?
This is caused by either insufficient dust removal or the wood grain being raised.  Use a 
low speed buffer and a green pad to smooth the floor.  Vacuum the floor thoroughly after 
buffing and proceed to the second coat.

Q: My floor has shiny, cloudy patches OR is easily scratched OR is drying slowly 
and staying tacky. What is happening? 
A: These are all classical symptoms of over-application of the finish. One good test of 
over application is to scratch the surface with your fingernail. If white material comes off 
on your fingernail and leaves a scratch in the finish, the finish is over-applied.  If too 
much was applied, the excess must be sanded off before proceeding. This does not 
necessarily mean sanding back to bare wood. Use a sanding screen (100 or 120 grit) to 
remove the excess finish.  Heavy over-application may require additional time for drying 
because the uncured finish will quickly clog sand paper.  When totally dry, the finish will 
create a very fine white powder when sanded.  . 

Q: My floor looks dry and unfinished OR is water spotting (water leaves light or 
dark spots in the wood). What is happening? 
A: These are all classical symptoms of under-application of the finish. To test, sprinkle a 
few drops of water on the wood. Water should bead for several hours without penetrating 
the finish.  If a white ring is left behind it is under-applied. 

Q: What do I do if I have under-applied the finish? 
A: If not enough finish is applied or if the wood grain is particularly absorbent, it may be 
necessary to apply a third, thin coat. If in doubt, complete a test area to your satisfaction 
before proceeding to the entire floor. 

Q: My floor looks grainy and rough. What might be causing this? 
A: This is typically caused by over-application or dust getting into the finish during 
application. Sand with a 100 or 120 grit sanding screen to remove excess finish, but you 
do not need to cut into the wood. Remove all sanding dust and vacuum thoroughly. 
Reapply a thin coat of Polyx-oil. Always test first in a small area to ensure success. 

Q: How do you remove Polyx-oil before it has dried? 
A: OSMO Brush Cleaner or mineral spirits.

Trouble Shooting

http://www.osmona.com


Polyx Professional Hardwax Oil

Full Solid, Solvent Free 

Osmo Polyx-Oil

 

 

 

   
Wood Species  

Afromosia   

Doussie/Afzelia  

IPE   

Jatoba   

Kambala/Iroko   

Mahogany   

Merbau   

Rosewood   

Teak, Brazilian   

Wenge   

3540

--

--

--

--
--
--

++

++

++

 Osmo  
Wood Species Polyx ® -Oils
Acacia*  +

Alder  +

Ash  +

Bamboo*  +

Beech  +

Birch  +

Cherry  +

Cork  +

Elm  +

Fir  +

Jarrah, Australian

 

+

Kempas*

 

+

Larch

 

+

Maple

 

+

Oak,

+

Oak, red

 

+

Olive*

 

+

OSB

 

+

Madrone*

 

+

Pine, +

Pine,

 

+

Robinia

 

+

Spruce

 

+

Teak*

 

+

Tigerwood

 

+ 

+

Walnut

 

+

Osmo 
Polyx ® -Oils

Janka

Vida Grandis

Karri

+

+
660

1910

1280

1380Moso

1320

1360white

1290

1010

1300

1150

1870

southern yellow 910

1000

950

910

860

1450

590

1850

500

1700

longleaf 870

590

2040

1530

n/a

n/a

2320

Janka
1560

1810

3680

1260

800

1500

1780

2350

1630

Lyptus* 1550

Above: * apply OSMO Polyx Oil thinly

++

Above: 
++ degrease wood  with OSMO thinner prior to application
-- OSMO Polyx not recommended

For Professoinal Use Only

Based on Natural Oils and Waxes
When using Polyx Professional Hardwax
Oil we recommend the Osmo Scraper

Osmo Original Polyx Oil is Ideal for DIY
Micro-porous, leaves the natural feel of
 the wood intact
Engineered from Plant-based Oils and 
Waxes
Easy to apply with the Osmo Floor 
Brush

Solid Brazilian Cherry (Jatoba)

Solid Kempas Flooring finished
with Osmo Polyx Oil.

finished with Osmo Polyx Oil.
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